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Howard County 

Opioid Crisis Community Council 

November 2, 2022 via Zoom 

 

Attendance Attached 

Robin Bartko began taking minutes; 5:15pm. 

Barbara Allen called meeting to order. 

One change noted by Robin Bartko was to change her title on the spreadsheet from Coach, Parent to 
Coach/Community Advocate. 

No other changes to previous meeting minutes, Mark Donovan moved to approve as amended, Cindy 
Johnson second. All in favor, minutes approved as amended. 

Welcome to Sharee Campbell, the community engagement coordinator for Maryland Hope 211.  
Quinton Askew, Director MD211 has also joined us.  Great to have them in the group! 

Announcements: 

Per John Way 

His recent veteran’s support/celebration event was cancelled due to the hurricane.  They are preparing 
for next year. 

Per Joan 

HCDrug Free’s “Drug Take Back Day” was very successful.  1,294 pounds, 43 bins of medications and 23 
bins of sharps were collected.  100 medication lock boxes and some tote bags were given out.  The 
police help transport the collections to the hospital for disposal. 

Thank you was noted to Mark Donovan for speaking at the town hall virtual meeting.  99 people 
registered and 50 people attended. 

Per Roe 

 Resuming HCHD presence at The Mall in Columbia to provide Narcan training, medication 
distribution and resource/referral support, just in time for the holiday season (November 1st-
December 31st). 12 dates overall. 

 Finalizing alcohol prevention videos on YouTube 
  Preparing FY24 3-year strategic plan required by MDH/BHA 
  Surveyed the community on BH needs 
 Surveyed BH staff on staffing needs to continue making improvements 
  CAMS Care training 11/3/22, 11/15/22- Collaborative Assessment and Management of        

Suicidality (CAMS) framework (www.cams-care.org).  
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  Recruiting, hiring, on-boarding several staff vacancies 
  Surveying to determine the awareness/effectiveness of several BH campaigns 

 

Per Quinton Askew  

https://211md.org/about/text- 

https://211md.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/2022_211-MD_Outreach-Card_Final_Print-Ready-
with-Bleeds-April-2022.pdf 

https://211md.org/about/ -messages/mdyoungminds 

Per Robin Bartko 

OLPH Church on Ilchester RD in Ellicott City is having Dr. Dan Hale speak on Depression, Recognizing and 
Responding on Wednesday, Dec. 7th, 2022, at 7pm. 

https://olphparish.org/health-and-wellness/?fbclid=IwAR1bNTG4-
dHBu1cvfI0nElw9GhGTSWHy6FWlNRUMPcXOHIO8gmaqdj5D0cU 

Per Beth Harbinson 

Mentioned the concern of fentanyl and Adderall.  There is a shortage of Adderall so there is more of a 
demand for it off market.  

Sobar has 5 big festivals coming – will share fliers when available. 

Per Mark Donovan 

Waiting to get OMHC qualified in Howard County; they are approved in two counties but still working 
details in HC. 

Congruent has teen groups in Eldersburg and Towson 

hired a new prescriber of medications, a Nurse Practitioner 

Per James LeMon 

HCPSS is providing 988 resource information to admin staff 

They are working on what behavioral health means, leveraging partners and collaboration. This work is a 
continued expansion of offerings within the school system in HC.  

Per Candace Ball 

Champions of Change Conference on Nov. 18th & 19th.  Cultivating Change to Advance Equity for All. 
Friday evening and all-day Saturday conference to be held at the Harriet Tubman Cultural Center in 
Columbia.  Attendees qualify for up to 16 CE’s; scholarships are available. 
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Per Barbara…Updates 

 The recent opioid settlement with CVS and Walgreens will generate 10 billion dollars with 
specific set asides for Tribal communities adversely affected by over distribution of medications. 

 Reminder: Opioid Restitution Fund settlement (available as of now) is $400 million to Maryland 
over the next 16 Years.  This ties into the current list of recommendations the OCCC put forth in 
June, 2022.  

Note: Debbie resumes minutes at 5:52 

 Nov. 14th from 1:00 to 3:00 PM will be a virtual public meeting of the ORF Advisory Council; visit 
beforeitstoolate.gov for the meeting link.  

Barbara shared her screen and displayed the 11 focus areas of ORF dollars per 2019 legislation. We will 
take a look at these 11 purposes and slot in our priorities under the OCCC priority document sent to the 
County Executive. Laura Torres mentioned that GBRICS funding will expand mobile crisis support and 
outreach. Barbara reminded us that we should slot our recommendations where they fit, and then as 
other funding is identified, we can cross duplicates off the list. Also, it is recommended the committees 
consider Exhibit E from the National Settlement Agreement which has more expanded descriptions of 
how these ORF $ can be allocated. 

Discussion ensued; suggestions were tossed out and members are tasked with meeting with their 
subcommittees and taking a look at the two documents.  The goal is to come up with recommendations 
that fall under those eleven areas. Barbara to resend both documents to the members. We are asked to 
meet, take a look at this information, and return our recommendations prior to our December meeting. 
Request is to get to Barbara prior to Thanksgiving for preparation for discussion. 

Jack Matthews commented on current efforts with the harm reduction team meeting people where 
they are, with what they need, when they need it. Peer support specialist staffing has expanded across 
Howard County and the team continues to set up at public events and planned activities throughout the 
county, as well as in the harm reduction RV on scheduled days. Roe talked about the process behind 
taking the RV on the road, for example getting buy in and approval for locations. There are discussions 
to further expand harm reduction activities and getting the bus “mobile.” 

Barbara asked if Jessica and Theresa can get together and take a look at the documents to slot in 
funding for recovery housing needs. Barbara will link folks up via e-mail. Barbara will also contact Eric 
from Howard County Police Department about heroin coordinator funds.  

Open Discussion: Barbara asked the members a question; when does treatment end and recovery 
begin? She has been hearing this idea tossed around and put it up for discussion. One concept floating 
around is:  as long as someone is being paid to provide treatment, a person is not in recovery.  Beth H 
asked why are we asking this question?  Is this being driven by funding? A lively discussion took place 
with most folks agreeing that recovery starts the moment a person decides to stop using addictive 
substance(s). Over all this is a lifelong commitment. Treatment is the active process of seeking recovery 
and maybe a finite period of time for some, while for others it could be years long. It is as individual as 
the person who is seeking treatment and recovery.  

With thanks for everyone's participation, the meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm.  
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Respectfully submitted:  Robin Bartko and Debbie Nix. 

ORF Advisory Council - Upcoming Meetings 
Monday, November 14, 2022 (1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.) 
Virtual 
Meeting Link: 
https://mdhealth.webex.com/mdhealth/j.php?MTID=ma85938c00c17b0619980b3f51ac69592 
Meeting number (access code): 2425 713 8193 
Password: P6Ee3mCdPZ8 
Join by phone: +1-415-655-0001 US Toll 
 
This meeting will be held virtually. Members of the public are welcome to watch the meeting. Public 
testimony may be submitted in writing to help.oocc@maryland.gov.  

 

CHAT from the meeting: 

From Shereen Cabrera Bentley to Everyone 05:19 PM 

Roe is on the phone. She isn’t able to join 

From Debbie, David’s mom to Everyone 05:20 PM 

I am here - but not in a quiet space. I will open my mic and video in 15 min. 

From Robin Bartko to Everyone 05:20 PM 

thanks Debbie 

From Sharee NC to Everyone 05:29 PM 

Thank you all and happy to be here. Have a great evening. 

From Laura Torres (she/her/hers) to Everyone 05:42 PM 

yeah again! 

great news Mark 

From Robin Bartko to Everyone 05:44 PM 

Dr. Dan Hale at OLPH Church in Ellicott City.on Wed. Dec 7th at 7pm...https://olphparish.org/health- 

and-wellness/?fbclid=IwAR1bNTG4-dHBu1cvfI0nElw9GhGTSWHy6FWlNRUMPcXOHIO8gmaqdj5D0cU 

From Quinton Askew to Everyone 05:46 PM 

https://211md.org/about/text-messages/md-hope/ 

https://211md.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/2022_211-MD_Outreach-Card_Final_Print-Ready-
with-Bleeds-April-2022.pdf 

https://211md.org/about/text-messages/mdyoungminds 
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From Candace Ball to Everyone 05:48 PM 

If you are in need of scholarships please email kaeisenreich@howardcountymd.gov 

From Beth Harbinson to Everyone 05:49 PM 

I thought 988 was replacing 211. Can the representative from UW comment if we have time. 

From Laura Torres (she/her/hers) to Everyone 05:52 PM 

211 has other services i don’t believe it will go away entirely 

From Quinton Askew to Everyone 06:03 PM 

yes, I can provide update 

From Debbie, David’s mom to Everyone 06:28 PM 

“applause” 

From Sarah McCoy (she/her) to Everyone 06:29 PM 

Client crisis. Be right back 

From Mark Donovan to Everyone 06:34 PM 

did this list already get forwarded out? if no, will you? 

From Beth Harbinson to Everyone 06:41 PM 

I considered myself in recovery the day I stopped drinking and drugging. 

From Laura Torres (she/her/hers) to Everyone 06:44 PM 

agree Jack 

I have a 7pm I need to get to. Thanks everyone 

From Debbie, David’s mom to Everyone 06:45 PM 

Spot on all three of you! 

From Candace Ball to Everyone 06:45 PM 

Have to hop off, thank you everyone! 

From Roe Rodgers-Bonaccorsy to Everyone 06:46 PM 

Sorry I need to jump off the call! Have a great night! Thanks all! 

From Shereen Cabrera Bentley to Everyone 06:46 PM 

Have a good night all, need to hop off as well 


